
Lent Passion Sunday 1a (4/3/2022) 

 In the Epistle, the author indicates that Jesus has become the High Priest in a new 

tabernacle.  The sacrifices of the Law which involves the sacrifice of animals for the temporary 

remission of sins were a prefiguring of another greater and more lasting sacrifice.  That sacrifice 

we turn our eyes to recall more profoundly on this Passion Sunday.  At each Mass touch the 

timeless reality of God and we enter the mystery of Our Lord’s Passion, death, and resurrection, 

and participate in Jesus offering His sacrifice in the tabernacle on High for our salvation.   

 What a great sacrifice it is!  As the author of the epistle explains: For if the blood of goats 

and of oxen and the ashes of a heifer, being sprinkled, sanctify the defiled … how much more 

shall the Blood of Christ … cleanse our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.  If 

the sacrifice of a lowly animal can make reparation, how much more the Blood of Christ 

sacrificed for us on the Cross, shared at the Last Supper, and present to us hear today.  How 

much more can that perfect sacrifice - achieved by His passion - make reparation for all the sins 

of all people.  However, notice that this sacrifice cleanses us from dead works to serve the living 

God.  It is not a gift that demand no response from us.  It is a gift to be sure (for nothing we can 

do can merit it) however, once we are given this gift, we are indebted to the Father for it.  The 

true love of God in forgiving us is only properly responded to by loving God in return and 

assuming our rightful place as His servants.  In this service we share in the passion of Christ, and 

bear our cross daily.   In this service we honor that God as we engage in true worship and as we 

serve Jesus in our neighbor.  None should lightly absent themselves from the assembly of 

worship, and we should remember Our Lord’s words that whatsoever we do to the least of our 

brothers and sister we do to and for Jesus.  This should cause us to think of how we have 

responded to the great sacrifice Jesus has made for us.   

 The most amazing thing is the promise that Jesus issues today: If any man keep My word, 

he shall not taste death forever.   The key to understanding what Jesus is saying is to know that 

upon the death of our body we do not cease to exist.   When Jesus speaks about life or death in 

this context he is not talking about earthly life - he is speaking of the life of the spirit where we 

can either be dead or alive - but still existing.  Spiritual death is not an end - it is a state to be 

endured for eternity.  In place of this dreadful state, what Jesus offers is not a ridiculous 



continuing earthly life, he offers a state where the spirit of the individual is living (that is 

completed and satisfied), not dead (that is isolated, wanting, and forever empty).  The promise 

that by following Jesus we can escape the spiritual death of a life separated from God, and enter 

into a life of eternal union with God - should be much more comforting than any plans we can 

come up with to extend the temporary.   

 We know that in the coming passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus - the passage to 

eternal life will be opened through his body for all those who follow Him.   This is why he says 

that Abraham rejoiced to see his day - because by the effects of Jesus’ resurrection that even 

Abraham is able to enjoy the possibilities of eternal life.   When the bystanders in the Gospel do 

not understand how Jesus could have preceded Abraham who lived on Earth thousands of years 

before His birth, they do not understand that he is speaking of this existence outside this world of 

space and time.  Jesus is not bound by “before” and “after” - all is the same time to God - it is by 

the effects of that sacrifice that Abraham can be saved, it is by the effects of this sacrifice that 

Mary could be conceived Immaculate before Jesus’ birth, it is by the effects of that sacrifice that 

we who are thousands of years removed (in human time) from the events of the passion can (in 

God’s time) touch them during this Mass and receive their effects.  

 We who know this to be true know that the God who exists in a place outside of our 

limited space and time reaches out to us from the timeless eternity to provide us a way out of the 

inevitable spiritual death that we face.  The God who has the power over all things calls us to not 

be afraid of the things in this life that can harm us, because he offers us a new spiritual life.  A 

spiritual life of eternity united to that God in the Body of Jesus Christ - a body which we will 

adore shortly on the altar being offered for our sins.  It is in the effects of this sacrifice that we 

pin our hopes, and it is in the faith in Jesus’ power over all things that we can live our lives now 

free of fear - trusting in the unlimited saving power of God. 


